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Instapaper adds PDF support for Premium users and cuts international prices.
Summary (TL;DR)
Instapaper launched PDF support, focused on making PDFs more readable on mobile. The feature includes highlighting, notes, and text-to-speech, but it is limited to Instapaper Premium customers because PDFs need extra processing. Users can save PDFs through browser extensions, drag and drop to instapaper.com, new iOS, macOS, and Android share extensions, or by emailing a PDF to their Save to Instapaper address.
Instapaper also improved localizations. The iOS app had 65% of strings translated and Android had 70%. A new vendor brought translations to 99% for both, and work continues on instapaper.com.
The company is cutting Instapaper Premium prices in certain international markets. Prices set in 2014 and updated in 2024 with new conversion rates rose too much in some countries, which the team calls a mistake. New prices take effect Thursday, August 7th on the iOS App Store and Google Play. Existing iOS subscriptions renew at the new price. On Google Play, only new subscriptions get the lower rate, so users can cancel and resubscribe.
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We’re excited to (finally) launch PDF support for Instapaper! Our focus for PDFs is to make them more readable, especially on mobile devices, and bring the suite of Instapaper tools to PDFs including highlighting, notes, text-to-speech, etc.


For years, we’ve been at work building a PDF Parser that is up to our standards for great reading experiences. We’ve really enjoyed reading PDFs on Instapaper, and have received really positive feedback from beta testers.


Given PDFs require additional processing, PDF support will only be available for Instapaper Premium customers.


Saving PDFs to Instapaper
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We have expanded most of our existing “save” methods to support PDFs. You can save PDFs to Instapaper using any of the following methods:



  	Use one of our browser extensions to save a PDF from a link on the web.

  	Drag & drop a PDF (or several PDFs) to instapaper.com in order to save.

  	Upload PDFs from iOS, macOS, or Android using new share extensions.

  	Attach a PDF to an email and send to your Save to Instapaper email address.




Localizations


Historically, Instapaper has supported 13 localizations other than English: Dutch, German, French, Italian, Japanese, Korean, Polish, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Turkish, Chinese Simplified, and Chinese Traditional.


Our iOS app had only 65% of strings translated, and Android had only 70% of strings translated.


We’ve onboarded a new localization vendor, and we’ve brought those translations up to 99% across iOS and Android. Additionally, we’re working to localize and translate the core app flows on instapaper.com.


International Pricing


We’re significantly reducing international pricing in certain markets for Instapaper Premium.


When we first launched Instapaper Premium in 2014, we set international pricing automatically on the App Store and Google Play based on the USD price and 2014 conversion rates.


In 2024, when we increased the price of Instapaper Premium, we updated the USD price point and used the 2024 conversion rate, which significantly increased the price of Instapaper Premium in some international markets.


That was a mistake. We didn’t appropriately predict how the price change would impact each locale and we apologize.


In order to make things right, we are significantly reducing the price of Instapaper Premium on the App Store and Google Play in the following countries:
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The new prices will go into effect Thursday August 7th on both iOS App Store and Google Play. On iOS App Store, existing Premium subscriptions will renew at the new price points. On Google Play, new price points are only in effect for new subscriptions, and you can cancel/resubscribe to get the lower rates.


Our goal with Instapaper is to build a long-term, sustainable business that brings the best reading tools to everyone at an affordable price point. The prices above more accurately reflect that intent, and we’re happy to rectify this mistake.


As always, our work is informed by your feature requests and bug reports. Please don’t hesitate to reach out to us at support@instapaper.com if you have any feedback!


– Instapaper Team
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